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Assumptions

oCan | Touch Her Hair?06 Assumptions

Kenda Resler Friend

The middle-aged woman at the state fair asked my My sister, who happens to be a pastor, pointed out to

sister i f she oOcould touchmeydithratadeptusddiddonghtdebsne

haroi t is so unusual . 6 | wa i(Qarybu findscriptereim thetBlble that says g tamily e

of my sister, a blue-eyed blonde married to an must be a dad, mom, 2.5 kids and a dog?) In fact,

African American and thus has a daughter with ultra - scripture shows great variety of family structure in the

curly blond hair and moc ha Old Kestament. A<&Sungtioris weresbdindersahere ©ad, y

just like we do,d my si st ersadlg.aFordexample, hl Samdeb tells etk stompiof e a

she wheeled the stroller in the other direction. My Hannah, El kanahos wi f e who

sister assumed before having children that people Pennineh, who bore his children i and how Hannah

would automatically recognize her connectedness was bullied in the temple as she had no biological

with her offspring, yet t hachidrenf Hosvnoften fravé we made a comment. in

front of a younger generati
I n reflecting on this sitbat kend, andet halsd psrpehgatoagd

assume is to make an ass otobelefibehind? and medé comes to
mind. Yet not all assumptions are bad as we use them

to frame the world. Assumptions such as assuming Or worse, taken an action based on an assumption
the sun will come up the next day no matter how bad that added deed to unkind words? Did the children of

the current one was, or assuming that the lights will those bullying Hannah grow up to be bullies
come on when you flip a switch even though you themselves of women without children? Kris has
candot 0seebd t he el ectric alwaysremjayed answerimgvingnigitive i questmns fyom u r
home, help the world make sense. The issue with children, seeing it as an opportunity to teach in this
making assumptions about wgerauine spface wfikitsilearaing @&nd $haping thed view
look like or be like is when assumptions become of the world.

blinders or rigid definitions.
Feeling the need to call out differences only serves to

Just ask Kris Kauffman. While shopping for groceries magnify them and create division. Being sensitive to

with a toddler -size Alex sitting in a grocery cart, she varying definitions of wh at

overheard two women comment i ng, 0 | o endéiblesais to mouve ant, to focus on the more important

poor c hi | d l eft unattended iagpectaof beirgr a sugportiie hcemmunity efar reach

assumption being that the white woman standing two other.

feet away could not possibly be connected to him.

Blinders indeed! One way of helping us move beyond family
assumptions is through relationship development.

Kris points out that as a white woman with black kids, Greeting the new neighbors in genuine hospitality is a

people often take it upon themselves to try and figure way to wunderstand othersod s

out their relationship. What role are assumptions them as people vs. making assumptions based on a

serving in a person who f efew quickéooks in théirdackyardo Mylsistar assenstith e

storybo behind a family t h&stmpodanteahsongh telationshipg to creates stemazios

definition of onormal ?6 where it is oOsafed for peopl
Continued on page 8
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Edi tords Not e

Several years ago, | had a mi
details, but suffice it to say | knew | was pregnant, then
knew something was wrong and went to a doctor. We
both saw the image on the ultrasound at the same time.
While | instantly got giddy with excitement at seeing
proof of the tiny being |
hope, love, and joy in, he became somber and told me
what to expect over the next week.

O
o

| walked home in a trance. Rationally, | knew
miscarrying was a very common experience for

wo men, but it still wasnot a
have. It felt so personal, so crushing, so emotional. Still,

normal life went on with my then -two -year-old while |

waited for the miscarriage to officially be over. As we

walked around the city to our favorite parks and

pl ayspot s, al | I could thinl
mi scarriage at t his very m
mi scarri age RI GHT NOW. 6 I S
womanbds face as we passed on
going through at that moment that was invisible to
everyone else?

| think about that often, about what | assume a person
isi or is notfi going through, based on the information
| can see. What could be happening in
their Il i ves t hat i
outside, and how might that experience
affect their response to everything else?
How do you confront your assumptions
about others, in your daily walk through
life? 8 AS

appa
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A Part Does Not Make the Whole
Dan Hess
Wh at ar e

like: When | create adocompl et ed
few pieces, thatds an

assumptions?

Letds try out the
What do you think is the full picture of which this is a
part?

Make a guess, then look at page 6. Did you guess
correctly? Probably not. You had too few pieces to
create the entire i mage.
seems to me.

We make the mistake often i to define a guy by the
tattoo on his arm, to define a customer by her accent,
to define a girl who is limited to a wheelchair, to
define a nation by its gross national product.

Now consider a second definition of assumption:
When | make a conclusion about a person or situation
based not on objective information but rather on my
own preferences or biases.

Have you seen the sculpture downtown at the corner
of Vermont and Delaware? People have judged the
scul ptur e, entitled

OHomel
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He r e Gits craft butratHer upon persenal feglimgst mi g h't
picture out of t oo
a s s u mp tTheostulpture makes the city look bad.
T The scul pture mi sinterpr
definiti on arrargemerks. at the image bel ow.

1 The sculpture exposes the private suffering of
homeless people.
1 The sculpture offends my urban pride.

Take a look for yourself. Read the plaque posted by
the Roberts Park United Methodist Church. Pay
attention to your own opinions and feelings.

We all There

make assumptions. is something

Whoading&yw @#ndl natutal abaut this shdrtband waly lofe r  u ¢

thinking and acting. Yet we can use a good reminder
to make assumptions carefully and in the spirit of our
community of faith.

Dan Hess attends Shal om Menn:
focused on teaching and consulting. In retirement my hobbies

include photography, writing,
What ds an assumption Dan h ad
incorrect? O0OWhen | W E

school, | had the assumption that children
who lived in town carried fancier and
tastier sandwiches than children like me
who lived in the rural areas. This is based

on Kenny Bowerds san:

the crust removed. 6
Jesus,d6 not on a basis o

€essS

The plaque accompanying the
Homeless Jesus statue at
Roberts Park United
Methodist Church reads:

ol tell you the tr

did it to the least of these my

brothers and sisters, you were

doing it to me!é
Matthew 25
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