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Assumptions  
òCan I Touch Her Hair?ó Assumptions We Make About Families  
Kenda Resler Friend  

The middle -aged woman at the state fair asked my 
sister if she òcould touch your adopted daughterõs 
hair ð it is so unusual.ó I waited to hear the response 
of my sister, a blue-eyed blonde married to  an 
African American and thus has a daughter with ultra -
curly blond hair and mocha skin. òGod loves variety 
just like we do,ó my sister said with a forced smile as 
she wheeled the stroller in the other direction. My 
sister assumed before having children that people 
would automatically recognize her connectedness 
with her offspring, yet that often isnõt the case. 
  
In reflecting on this situation, the old saying òto 
assume is to make an ass out of u and meó comes to 
mind. Yet not all assumptions are bad as we use them 
to frame the world. Assumptions such as assuming 
the sun will come up the next day no matter how bad 
the current one was, or assuming that the lights will 
come on when you flip a switch even though you 
canõt òseeó the electric current flowing into your 
home, help the world make sense. The issue with 
making assumptions about what families òshouldó 
look like or be like is when assumptions become 
blinders or rigid definitions.  
 
Just ask Kris Kauffman. While shopping for groceries 
with a toddler -size Alex sitting in a grocery cart, she 
overheard two women  commenting, òlook at that 
poor child left unattended in a cart.ó The clear 
assumption being that the white  woman standing two 
feet away could not possibly be connected to him. 
Blinders indeed!  
 
Kris points out that as a white woman with black kids, 
people often take it upon themselves to try and figure 
out their relationship. What role are assumptions 
serving in a person who feels entitled to know òthe 
storyó behind a family that doesnõt meet his/her 
definition of ònormal?ó 
 
 

My sister, who happens to be a pastor, pointed out to 
me that Jesus didnõt define how families should look. 
(Can you find scripture in the Bible that says a family 
must be a dad, mom, 2.5 kids and a dog?) In fact, 
scripture shows great variety of family structure in the 
Old Testament. Assumptions were blinders there too, 
sadly. For example, 1 Samuel tells the story of 
Hannah, Elkanahõs wife who was barren, and 
Pennineh, who bore his children ñ and how Hannah 
was bullied in the temple as she had no biological 
children. How often have we made a comment in 
front of a younger generation about òthose different 
folksó and thus perpetuated an assumption that needs 
to be left behind?  
 
Or worse, taken an action based on an assumption 
that added deed to unkind words? Did the children of 
those bullying Hannah grow up to be bullies 
themselves of women without children? Kris has 
always enjoyed answering inquisitive  questions from 
children, seeing it as an opportunity to teach in this 
genuine space of kids learning and shaping their view 
of the world.  
 
Feeling the need to call out differences only serves to 
magnify them and create division. Being sensitive to 
varying definitions of what families òlook likeó 
enables us to move on, to focus on the more important 
aspect of being a supportive community for each 
other.  
 
One way of helping us move beyond family 
assumptions is through relationship development. 
Greeting the new neighbors in genuine hospitality is a 
way to understand othersõ situation and appreciate 
them as people vs. making assumptions based on a 
few quick looks in their backyard. My sister asserts it 
is important through relationships to create scenarios 
where it is òsafeó for people to ask questions and de- 

Continued on page 8 
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Editorõs Note 
Several years ago, I had a miscarriage. Iõll spare you the 
details, but suffice it to say I knew I was pregnant, then 
knew something was wrong and went to a doctor. We 
both saw the image on the ultrasound at the same time. 
While I instantly got giddy with excitement at seeing 
proof of the tiny being Iõd been investing so much 
hope, love, and joy in, he became somber and told me 
what to expect over the next week.  
  

I walked home in a trance. Rationally, I knew 
miscarrying was a very common experience for 
women, but it still wasnõt an experience I wanted to 
have. It felt so personal, so crushing, so emotional. Still, 
normal life went on with my then -two -year-old while I 
waited for the miscarriage to officially be over. As we 
walked around the city to our favorite parks and 
playspots, all I could think of was, òIõm having a 
miscarriage at this very moment. Iõm having a 
miscarriage RIGHT NOW.ó I searched every other 
womanõs face as we passed on the street. What was she 
going through at that moment that was invisible to 
everyone else?  
  

I think about that often, about what I assume a person 
isñor is notñgoing through, based on the information 
I can see. What could be happening in 
their lives that isnõt apparent on the 
outside, and how might that experience 
affect their response to everything else? 
How do you confront your assumptions 
about others, in your daily walk through 
life? ð AS  

MennoExpressions  2016 
 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written consent from the editor.  
 

Editorial Board: Kenda Resler Friend, Laura Friesen, Bethany 
Habegger, Lisa Habegger, J. Daniel Hess, Abri Hochstetler, Marj 
Rush Hovde, Mary Liechty, Carol Mullet, Becky Oberg.  
 

Editor: Alison Schumacher 
 

MennoExpressions is published four times a year by First Mennonite 
Church, on the first Sunday in February, May, August, and 
November, with a special graduation insert in May. Any 
correspondence should be sent to the editor at 4601 Knollton Rd., 
Indianapolis, IN 46228; email: MennoExpressions @indymenno.org . 

Michele Westõs photos of playground equipment are on 
pages 5 and 8 of this issue, plus one from a natural 
playground, above: òThe photo of the curving path represents 
that while we often assume our lives are on a straight 
trajectory, there is always a bend in the pathé or several 
bends!ó 
 

Michele recently relocated to Oregon 
with her family. òI am trying to live the 
second half of my life based on fewer 
assumptions, including the assumption 
that life with two boys might ever not be 
noisy and/or frenetic.  Meanwhile, I am 
enjoying a new part of the country and 
encourage you to stop by if you are ever 
in the Pacific Northwest!ó 

May theme: In The Midst ofé.  submissions due April 15 
July theme: Hurdles; submissions due June 17 

Send content to MennoExpressions@indymenno.org  
 
MennoExpressions reserves the right to edit submissions, 
including for length and/or clarity; submissions are 
published as space and relevancy to themes allow. 
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A Part Does Not Make the Whole  
Dan Hess 
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What are assumptions? Hereõs a definition you might 
like: When I create a òcompleteó picture out of too 
few pieces, thatõs an assumption. 
 
Letõs try out the definition. Look at the image below. 
What do you think is the full picture of which this is a 
part? 
 
 
 
 
 
Make a guess, then look at page 6. Did you guess 
correctly? Probably not. You had too few pieces to 
create the entire image. Whatever it is, itõs rather ugly, 
seems to me. 
 
We make the mistake often ñ to define a guy by the 
tattoo on his arm, to define a customer by her accent, 
to define a girl who is limited to a wheelchair, to 
define a nation by its gross national product.  
 
Now consider a second definition of assumption: 
When I make a conclusion about a person or situation 
based not on objective information but rather on my 
own preferences or biases. 
 
Have you seen the sculpture downtown at the corner 
of Vermont and Delaware? People have judged the 
sculpture, entitled òHomeless Jesus,ó not on a basis of 

its craft but rather upon personal feelings:  
 
¶ The sculpture makes the city look bad. 
¶ The sculpture misinterprets Jesusõ living 

arrangements. 
¶ The sculpture exposes the private suffering of 

homeless people. 
¶ The sculpture offends my urban pride.  
 
Take a look for yourself. Read the plaque posted by 
the Roberts Park United Methodist Church. Pay 
attention to your own opinions and feelings.  
 
We all make assumptions. There is something 
ordinary and natural about this shorthand way of 
thinking and acting. Yet we can use a good reminder 
to make assumptions carefully and in the spirit of our 
community of faith.  
 
Dan Hess attends Shalom Mennonite Church. òMy career 
focused on teaching and consulting. In retirement my hobbies 
include photography, writing, reading and being with family.ó 
Whatõs an assumption Dan had that turned out to be 

incorrect? òWhen I was a child in grade 
school, I had the assumption that children 
who lived in town carried fancier and 
tastier sandwiches than children like me 
who lived in the rural areas. This is based 
on Kenny Bowerõs sandwiches that had 
the crust removed.ó  

 

The plaque accompanying the 
Homeless Jesus statue at 
Rober t s  Pa rk  Un i t e d 
Methodist Church reads: 
 
òI tell you the truth, when you 
did it to the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you were 
doing it to me!ó  

Matthew 25 
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